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Montezuma's Captivity

HAVING decided on the previous day that we would seize

Montezuma, we prayed to God all night that His service would

profit by the turn of events, and next morning we decided on
our course of action.

Cortes took with him five captains, Pedro de Alvarado,
Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velazquez de Leon, Francisco de
Lugo, Alonso de Avila, and myself, together with Doña Marina

and Aguilar. He warned us all to keep very alert, and the horse-

men to have their mounts saddled and bridled. I need not say
that we were armed, since we went about armed by day and

night, with our sandals always on our feet - for at that time

we always wore sandals - and Montezuma was used to seeing
us like this whenever we went to speak with him. He was
neither surprised nor alarmed, therefore, when Cortes and the
captains who had come to seize him approached him fully
armed.

When we were all prepared, our captains sent to inform the

prince that we were coming to his palace. This had always been
our practice, and we did not wish to frighten him by making
a sudden appearance. Montezuma guessed that the reason for

Cortes' visit was his indignation about the attack on Escalante.

But although apprehensive, he sent him a message of wel-
come.

On entering, Cortes made his usual salutations, and said to

Montezuma through our interpreters: 'Lord Montezuma, I am
greatly astonished that you, a valiant prince who have declared

yourself our friend, should have ordered your captains stationed

on the coast near Tuxpan to take up arms against my
Spaniards. I am astonished also at their boldness in robbing

towns which are in the keeping and under the protection of our

King and master, and demanding of them Indian men and

women for sacrifice, also that they should have killed a

Spaniard, who was my brother, and a horse.'
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