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The Stay at Cempoala

WE slept at the village where these twelve Indians had prepared

quarters for us, and after getting good information about the
road we must take to the town on the hill, we sent word to the

Caciques of Cempoala, very early in the morning, that we were

coming to their town and hoped they would be pleased. We sent

six of the Indians to carry this message, and kept the other six

as guides. Cortes also ordered the guns, muskets, and crossbows

to be kept ready for use, and scouts to be sent ahead. The horse-

men and all the rest of us kept on the alert, and thus we ad-
vanced to within three miles of the town. When we came to

this point twenty Indian dignitaries came out to welcome us in

the name of the Cacique, and brought us some cakes of their

very finely scented rose-petals. These they presented to Cortes

and the horsemen with every sign of friendliness, saying that

their lord was awaiting us at our lodgings, since he was too fat

and heavy to come out and receive us. Cortes thanked them,
and we continued our march; and as we came among the houses

we saw how large a town it was, larger than any we had yet

seen, and were full of admiration. It was so green with vege-
tation that it looked like a garden; and its streets were so full
of men and women who had come out to see us that we gave

thanks to God for the discovery of such a country.

Our mounted scouts had come to a great square with court-

yards where they had prepared our lodgings, which appeared
to have been lime-coated and burnished during the last few

days. The Indians are so skilful at these arts that one of the

horsemen took the shining whiteness for silver, and came gallop-

ing back to tell Cortes that our quarters had silver walls. Doña

Marina and Aguilar said that it must be plaster, and we laughed
at his excitement. Indeed we reminded him ever afterwards that

anything white looked to him like silver. But enough of this.
When we came to the buildings, this fat Cacique came out to

receive us in the courtyard. He was so fat that I must call him
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