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linen shirts he sold for two pesos de oro and the bags of green beads

at two pesos.18 With this he covered the cost of his fleet and even

made some money. We make such a detailed account of this, to

Your Majesties so that You may know that the fleets which have

been sent by Diego Velázquez up to now have been equipped by

him as much by ordinary trade as by proper outfitting; and that we

have, although we suffered many hardships, served Your Royal

Highnesses with our persons and the wealth of our estates, and shall

continue to serve as long as our lives permit.

do

While Diego Velázquez was thus vexed on account of the

little gold he had been brought, and eager to acquire more, he de-
cided, without even informing the Hieronymite Fathers, to gather a

fleet and to send it to look for his relative Juan de Grijalba. So as to

it at somewhat less cost to himself, he spoke with Fernando

Cortés,10 citizen and alcalde of the city of Santiago on Your Majes-

ties' behalf, and suggested that between them they should fit out

some eight or ten ships, for at that time Fernando Cortés was better

equipped than anyone else on the island, having three ships of his

own, and ready cash and being well thought of on the island. It was

thought that many more people would follow him than anyone

else, as in fact occurred. When Fernando Cortés heard what Diego

Velázquez proposed, he, being most eager to serve Your Royal

Highnesses, decided to spend his entire fortune in equipping the
fleet and paid for nearly two-thirds of it, providing not only ships

and supplies but also giving money to those who were to sail in the

fleet but were unable to equip themselves with all they required for

the journey.20
Once the fleet had been made ready, Diego Velázquez ap-

pointed Fernando Cortés captain of it in Your Majesties' name, in
order to explore the land and trade for gold and do all that Grijalba

had not done. The fleet, however, was disposed according to

Velázquez's orders, although he contributed but a third of the cost,

as Your Royal Highnesses may see from the instructions and au-

thority which Fernando Cortés received in Your Majesties' name,
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the Indians from leaving the island, to send an expedition along the

coast. He sent two captains, each with a hundred men, and ordered

them to go, one to each end of the island, and speak with any chief-

tains they might meet, telling them how he was waiting to speak

with them on Your Majesties' behalf in the port of San Juan de

Portalatina; and that they were to beg and persuade them as best

they could to come to the aforementioned port; but they were in

no way to harm their persons, houses or properties, so as to avoid

alarming them and driving them still farther away. The two cap-

tains departed, as Fernando Cortés had commanded, and within

four days returned saying that all the villages they had come across

were deserted. They brought with them, however, some ten or

twelve people amongst whom was one of rank; and Fernando

Cortés spoke with him on Your Highnesses' behalf, telling him to

call the other chieftains, for he, Cortés, would on no account leave

that island until he had seen and spoken with them. The Indian

replied that he would do so and departed with a safe-conduct to

look for those chieftains. After two days he returned with one who

said he was lord of the island and had come to see what the Span-

iards wanted. The captain replied that he had not come to do them

harm, but to persuade them to the knowledge of our Holy Faith;

and they should know that we were subjects of the most powerful
monarchs in the world, whom most of the world obeyed. What he,

Francisco [sic.] Cortés, required of them was only that the chief-

tains and people of the island should also owe obedience to Your

Highnesses; and told them that by doing so they would be much
favored, and no one thereafter would molest them. The chieftain

replied that he was happy to do so and sent for all the other chief-

tains of the island who, when they arrived, expressed satisfaction
with all that Hernando Cortés had told their lord. He then com-

manded them to return, and so reassured had they been that within

a few days the villages were as full of people as before, and the

Indians went among us with so little fear that it seemed as if they

had known us for a long time.
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4. Map of the Southern Sea made by the pilot Domingo de Castillo. From

Archbishop Lorenzana's edition of Cortés letters, Mexico 1770. The legend

reads: "This map is taken from the original in the possession of the Marqués
de la Valle. In the upper part it shows a city which, according to all the
accounts, was actually thought to exist and given the name Quivira. Two
rivers are drawn in the estuary of the Colorado river in the Gulf of Cali-

fornia. One of these is called the Buena Guia and may be the Colorado itself;

the other, called Miraflores, may be the Gila. Together they merge into one

current and flow down into the Gulf of California." Courtesy of the British
Museum.
































